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LIBERTY
FOR
EVERYONE!
SEE KING CA ND I DAT E S
The Libertarian Party of Arkansas (LPAR) is
seeking candidates to run for office in 2022. We
welcome all freedom-minded individuals who
want to make a difference. The following pages
provide a step-by-step guide to be a Libertarian
candidate for public office in 2022.
As a “new political party,” Arkansas election law
requires that the party nominate its candidates
by convention for the first general election
following certification [Ark. Code Ann. § 7-7102(b)]. For the Libertarian Party of Arkansas in
2022, this means that all candidates for public
office, on every level, will be chosen at a state
convention to be held in Little Rock on February
18-20, 2022. Candidates will be required to file
during the party filing period from
February 22-March 1, 2022.
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Make the Difference
Those who decide to run as a candidate for office make a significant difference
and contribution toward a freer Arkansas and United States. The Libertarian
Party of Arkansas (LPAR) is committed to filling the ballot with liberty-minded
individuals like you, to help hold officeholders publicly accountable.
In the Libertarian Party there are three different kinds of candidates (See Types of
Campaigns on Pages 5-6 for details). Take some time and think about what kind of
candidate you want to be.
While running for office can be fun, remember to be professional. Keep in mind that
you are representing a party – a smaller party – that is looking to become a major
party. And meeting a Libertarian candidate may be someone’s first impression of the
LPAR.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO LIBERTY.
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Requirements to
Run for Office
a US c i t i z e n fo r t h e le n g t h of t im e r e qu ir e d f or t h e of f ic e
01 Be(ranges
fr o m 0 - 9 y e a r s ).
02 B e eligi b l e to vote .
03 B e r egiste re d to vote .
04 B e of le ga l ag e to h ol d th e office (ranges fro m 1 8 to 3 0 ).
an Ar ka n s a s r e s i d e n t fo r t h e l e n g t h of t im e r e qu ir e d f or t h e of f ic e
05 Be(ranges
fr o m 0 t o 7 y e a r s ).
a r esi d e n t i n th e d i stri ct fo r the length o f time req uired fo r the o ff i c e
06 B(reanges
from 0-1 ye a r from date o f general electio n).
Must no t h ol d a n y oth e r fe d eral, state, o r civil o ffice
07 ( you ca n n ot h ol d tw o offi ce s at the same time. )
neve r h ave b e e n con vi cted o f embezzlement o f public mo ney, bribe ry,
08 Must
forgery, or oth e r i n fa m ou s c rime.
09 Must no t b e a con vi cte d fe l o n. *
10 Must no t b e pa st you r te rm limit in that o ffice.

T he s e r e q ui r em en t s ar e detai l ed on page s 1 0-1 8 of t he R u n n in g f or Of f ice Ha n dbook
pu b l i s h ed by t h e A r k a n sa s Se cr e ta ry of Stat e .
*A prospective candidate for state, district, county, municipal, or township office who has had a felony conviction expunged in accordance
with Ark. Code Ann. Section 16-93-301-303 or similar expunction statute in another state may certify that he or she has never been
convicted of a felony, provided the candidate presents a certificate of expunction from the court that convicted the prospective candidate.
See Ark. Code Ann. Section 7-6-102(d).
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Filing Fees
US Congress, US Senate, Governor..............................................................................................................$250
State Legislature, State Officer (except Governor)..................................................................................$100
County, Local, Township Offices...................................................................................................................$25
Note that filing fees are paid to the LPAR and will be used for party-building and candidate promotion during the campaign
season. Filing fees are non-refundable, but may be “rolled down” to pay the fee for another office. This means if you do not
receive the nomination you want but decide to run for a lower-level office, you will not need to pay multiple filing fees.

Types of Campaigns
“Cho ice” C andidate
A “choice candidate serves as a placeholder who agrees to sign the paperwork and add his or her
name to the ballot, but does not actively campaign. Choice candidates play a vital role in our electoral
strategy. They add numbers to our vote totals while giving all voters, not just members of our party,
a choice to vote for a Libertarian on Election Day. Many placeholder candidates also fill out candidate
surveys to let the voters know about our positions on various issues. These campaigns cost very little
and take very little time to run.

“Chan g e” C andidate
A “change” candidate is one step beyond a “choice” candidate, playing more of an educational role.
Change candidates appear at candidate debates/forums and provide Libertarian answers to any
questionnaires they may receive. They may also produce a website, brochures, or business cards. This
is your chance to advocate for change and to hold an elected official accountable in a public arena! A
great change campaign can be run for less than $500.

“Challenge” C andidate
A “challenge” candidate runs an active campaign with the intent of winning the election and
challenging the status quo. Running this type of race requires a statistical chance of winning along with
fierce dedication and a commitment to campaigning, fundraising, and educating voters. Nominated
candidates who pursue this active level of campaigning will receive the most active support for their
campaign that the LPAR can offer.

Additional Information on Types of Campaigns
• If this is your first political campaign, running as a “choice” candidate might be the most comfortable level of activity as you develop
campaign skills.
• Potential “change” and “challenge” candidates should pay careful attention to the candidate campaign criteria worksheets for a better idea
of expectations for those types of campaigns.
• “Challenge” candidates are expected to run, to the very best of their ability, a professional campaign that promotes the LPAR and our
principles in a manner that brings respect to the party.
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Paperwork: A Step by Step Guide
T o be come a n of f i ci a l ca n di date
of th e L i be r ta r i a n s Pa r ty of
A r k a n s a s, you w i l l n e e d to be
n omi n ate d by our me mbe r s h i p at
th e s tate n omi n ati n g con ve n ti on ,
F e br ua ry 1 8- 20, 2022. T o s ucce s s f ul ly put your n a me f or wa r d at
th e con ve n ti on , you a r e e n cour ag e d to f ol l ow th e s e s te ps :
ber of t h e pa rt y! M embershi p i s a requi rement to be a L PAR candi date .
01 BVei scoi t meh t tap s:m//e mlpar.org/joi
n/
n d subm it t h e Run for Offi ce form on the L i bertari an Party w ebsi te:
02 Coh t tmppsl: e//temy.alp.org/
run-for-offi ce /
ion n a ire in cluded i n thi s handbook. You may compl ete i t
03 Coe l emctrp l eotenicat hllye quest
a n d sub m it it t o el ecti ons@ l par.org, or you may pri nt, compl ete,
a n d s u b m it it t o: LPA R Ele ct ion s Commi ttee, PO Box 46730, L i ttl e Rock, AR 72214. Thi s
i n f o r m ation will b e in clud ed in o ur Conventi on Handbook so that del egates w i l l kn o w
m o r e a b o ut you b e fore t h e y ca st thei r vote at conventi on. Pl ea se note that whil e
c o m p l e t ion of t he qu e s ti onnai re i s not required f or nomination, fa il ure to compl ete it wil l
d e p r i v e t he delegate s of vi tal i nfo rmation a bout your bel ief s a nd positions, which may
i m pac t yo u r chances of nom i nati on negativ ely at the conv ention.
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P l a n to at t e n d our n om in at in g conventi on so w e can meet you, vote on your nomi nati o n,
co m p l e te ot h e r require d pa perwo rk, coll ect your fi l i ng fee, and share trai ni ng
r e s o u r ces wit h you. We st ron gly encourage al l candi dates for nomi nati on to
p e r s o n a lly at t en d t h e con ven t ion. Regi strati on and other i nformati on can be foun d at:
___________________________________________________.

*A prospective candidate for state, district, county, municipal, or township office who has had a felony conviction expunged in accordance
with Ark. Code Ann. Section 16-93-301-303 or similar expunction statute in another state may certify that he or she has never been
convicted of a felony, provided the candidate presents a certificate of expunction from the court that convicted the prospective candidate.
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REporting
Candidates for Federal Office (US House, US Senate) must file with the Federal
Elections Commission if their receipts or expenditures exceed $5,000. A candidate
guide is available at https://www.fec.gov/help-candidates-and-committees/guides/.
Reporting forms are also available at the FEC website.
Candidates for State and Local Office must comply with the regulations of
the Arkansas Ethics Commission. Financial reporting is required if receipts or
expenditures exceed $500. Candidates should consult the publication "Running for
Public Office" from the Secretary of State's office:
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/elections/2022_Running_for_Public_
Office_11-16-21.pdf
Please be aware that Arkansas now requires electronic filing for candidate finance
and other reports. You are encouraged to familiarize yourself with this system.
Please see: https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/financial-disclosure.
Be aware that, as a candidate for state or local public office, you are required to
submit personal financial disclosure forms in addition to campaign finance reports.
The LPAR does not provide legal advice. You are responsible for your own campaign
and financial reporting. However, the Arkansas Ethics Commission can answer
questions by phone and provide educational material for candidates.
You can contact them at:

A r ka n s a s E th i cs Com m ission
(501) 324-9600 or (800) 422-7773
PO Box 1917
Little Rock, AR 72203-1917
http://ArkansasEthics.com
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Candidate Responsibilities
& Party Support
The Libertarian Party of Arkansas will make every effort to assist its candidates, but
does not render legal services or legal advice. The Arkansas Ethics Commission (http://
arkansasethics.com) and the Secretary of State's division of elections (http://www.sos.
arkansas.gov/elections/) have attorneys on staff who can convey legal opinions.
A candidate seeking the nomination of the Libertarian Party of Arkansas is responsible
for his/her own campaign. The LPAR will provide informational services and support, but
candidates are responsible for their own fundraising and for campaign management. The
LPAR may, at the discretion of the Executive Committee, direct funding toward specific
campaigns.
Candidates are nominated with the general expectation that they are familiar and largely
in agreement with the Libertarian platform. While candidates might not fully agree with
every plank of the platform, emphasizing Libertarian principles and promoting Libertarian
positions during campaigns should be a priority for Libertarian candidates.
The 2018 national Libertarian platform can be found here: https://www.lp.org/platform/.
The Libertarian Party of Arkansas’ 2019 platform can be found here:
https://lpar.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/08/2019-Platform.pdf.
Because future ballot access depends on the electoral performance of our candidate for
governor, the LPAR asks all candidates to support our nominee for governor. We also ask
that our candidates do not publicly endorse candidates from other parties.
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COVENTION INFORMATON
FEBRUARY 18-20, 2022
DOUBLETREE HOTEL
424 W. MARKHAM ST.
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201
FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTER AT:
https://lpar.org/lpar-annual-convention-feb-18-20-2022/

Libertarian Party of Arkansas
Candidate Application/Questionnaire
The following pages contain basic questions about you and your views on some general
issues. Your answers will help introduce you and your candidacy to the delegates voting at the
state convention. The first part covers personal information that you can feel free to
share to help introduce yourself. The second part contains a two-part survey of your political
views, from a Libertarian perspective. For each statement, please select the response
that best fits your view: Agree, Maybe, Disagree, or No Opinion.
You can return this questionnaire by email to elections@lpar.org or mail to LPAR Elections
Committee, PO Box 46730, Little Rock, AR 72214. Or you can choose to complete this survey
online, and pay the filing fee in advance, at https://lpar.org/2022-candidate-application/ .

Please return this information as soon as possible so that we can compile all candidate
candidate information to be included in the Convention Handbook.
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CANDIDATE APPLICATION
NAME

______________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________
CITY

___________________ STATE ______

BIRTHDATE

ZIP _________

________________________

OFFICE SOUGHT

________________________________

WHAT IS YOUR REASON FOR RUNNING FOR OFFICE?
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Agree

Maybe

Disagree

No Opinion

The only legitimate use of force is in defense of individual rights against aggression.

Military service should be voluntary. There should be no draft.

Government's primary objective should be to defend the rights of individuals.

The Constitution and Bill of Rights shall not be suspended even during time of war.

Government should not censor speech, press, media, or internet.

Flag burning and "hate speech" are protected by the Free Speech clause of the Bill of Rights.

Government should not be involved in reducing the amount of violence or pornography in TV, movies, games, etc.

There should be no national ID card.

The Patriot Act should be repealed—Personal freedoms should never be sacrificed, even for greater security.

Protection from unreasonable search and seizure should include records held by third parties, such as email, medical, and
library records.
Individuals should be free to make choices for themselves and to accept responsibility for the consequences of the choices
they make.
Only actions that infringe on the rights of others can properly be termed crimes. Laws enforcing moral behavior infringe
on individual freedoms.
Criminal law should seek the restitution of the victim to the fullest degree possible at the expense of the criminal or
negligent wrongdoing.
There should be no laws regarding sex for consenting adults.

Government should be kept out of the matter of abortion, leaving the question to each person for their conscientious
consideration.
Marijuana should be legalized for adults.

All drugs should be legalized for adults.

It is unconstitutional for the government to require permits, registration, or restrictions for gun ownership.

Private citizens and/or companies are more capable than the government at protecting our environment.

All religions including no religion should be equally valid and protected.

Individuals should have the freedom to determine ALL aspects of their medical care,
including no health care and end‐of‐life decisions.
Parents, or other guardians, have the right to raise their children according to their own standards and beliefs.

All persons are created equal and should be treated equally under the law regardless of sex, wealth, race, color, creed,
age, national origin, personal habits, political preference or sexual orientation.
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Foreign financial and/or military aid harms other countries and should be eliminated.

The only proper role of government in the economic realm is to protect property rights, adjudicate disputes, and provide a
legal framework to protect voluntary trade.
Most government agencies, like the FDA, the EPA, and DHS do more harm than good.

All federal programs and services not required under the Constitution should be abolished.

A free and competitive market allocates resources in the most efficient manner.

Government should provide no subsidies to business, labor, or any other special interest.

Government should not introduce any impediments to free trade among citizens of US or with other nations.

The income tax should be repealed, and the Internal Revenue Service abolished.

Central Banks create deflation, inflation, and debt and should be eliminated.
Banks should be governed by the free‐market system.
Individuals should be free to associate or not associate in labor unions and employers should have the right to recognize
or refuse to recognize a union.
A "Balanced Budget Amendment" should be added to the US Constitution, and the federal budget should be balanced by
cutting expenditures and not by raising taxes.
Minimum wage laws should be repealed.

Employer/Employee agreements are private contracts.
The government should enforce these contracts, not interfere with their creation.
Individuals engaged in voluntary exchange should be free to use as money any mutually agreeable commodity or item.
There should be no "legal tender" laws.
People should be free to purchase health insurance across state lines.

All education should be provided by the free market. This will achieve greater quality, efficiency, and diversity of choice.

Retirement planning is the responsibility of the individual, not the government. The Social Security system should be
phased out, transitioning to a private, voluntary system.
Replace government welfare with private charity.

Voluntary efforts by private groups and individuals are the most effective way to help the poor. Society would be
strengthened by reducing government's role in this area.
Eminent domain laws that allow property to be taken for private development are unconstitutional.

Property owners have full rights to the control, use, disposal, or enjoyment of their property without interference, unless
this exercise infringes on the valid rights of others.
Efforts by government to redistribute wealth are an improper use of its authority.

Immigration should be open to all who wish to be self‐sufficient, productive members of our society.
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GOOD LUCK!
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